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Preface
This booklet is an updated and revised version of the pamphlet »Per-
spectives after a Racial Attack«, published by the association Opfer-
perspektive (Victims’ Perspective) in 2008.
Since 1998, the employees of Opferperspektive have been counseling 
and supporting victims of right-wing, racial, homophobic or anti-Se-
mitic attacks, as well as their friends and relatives, and witnesses to 
such attacks. We work exclusively on behalf of – and in the interest of 
– those affected. This partisan approach precludes any simultaneous 
engagement with (former) perpetrators. We work independently of 
the police and other government agencies. Our counseling services 
are voluntary, confidential, free of charge, multilingual, mobile and 
don’t require that charges are filed. 

In this pamphlet we use »right-wing« (and »right-wing attacks« and 
»right-wing violence«) as an umbrella term. Here it stands for acts of 
violence motivated by racism, homophobia, social Darwinism or an-
ti-Semitism, as well as extreme right-wing ideology.

Introduction
This guidebook aims to help victims of right-wing or racist violence, as 
well as their friends, relatives and witnesses to the attack. People who 
are the targets of such attacks suddenly find their world turned upside 
down; often they’re injured and afraid. Suddenly they have to deal with 
the police, make unexpected decisions and seek answers to questions 
they’ve never needed to ask before: What happens after a police re-
port has been filed? What is a request for prosecution? Do I need a 
lawyer? What is the difference between a criminal case and a civil suit?

Few victims are familiar with the German legal system they now find 
themselves confronted with. So this guidebook is designed to help 
you come to grips with this unfamiliar situation. It gives you a general 
overview of what happens during the preliminary investigation and en-
suing trial. It shows you where the pitfalls lie and at which points in the 
proceedings you, as the victim, run the risk of being charged yourself. 

This pamphlet isn’t meant to replace a personal consultation. The 
Opferperspektive team is active across the state of Brandenburg. 



5

Our staff comes to you and advises you – free of charge and confiden-
tially. As well as providing legal advice, our team can counsel you on 
issues including: your basic safety, how you can make a full recovery 
health-wise or how to deal with the psychological stress. 

The reactions of those around them can put victims of far-right and 
racial attacks under even more stress. Sometimes victims are made 
to believe they‘re partly to blame for the assault. Or perhaps the 
press has taken an interest in your case and you feel overwhelmed by 
their queries. In cases like these, Opferperspektive is there to advise 
and support you. We can help you present your side of the story to 
the public, put you in contact with other initiatives and organizations, 
and advise you on how to deal with the media.

Right-wing violence is directed towards certain societal groups. Many 
of those targeted are refugees with a precarious residence status, 
who are subject to a series of restrictive, special regulations. In ad-
dition to significant restrictions on their freedom of movement, their 
entitlement to medical treatment and access to legal advice are limi
ted. This means that an assault can often have particularly severe 
consequences. 

The Opferperspektive team is there to advise you in such a difficult 
situation. One of the basic principles of Opferperspektive is to point 
out structural discrimination, its causes and effects, and to campaign 
for policies of equal rights and equal treatment. 

Things to be aware of 
following an attack

Before we begin the section on legal advice, we would like to give you 
a few basic tips about what to be aware of following an assault.

After an attack has occurred, assisting the victim should be the imme-
diate and top priority. Friends and relatives should ensure that the 
victim is not left alone. They should offer to accompany him or her to 
places, care for the victim’s well-being and help the injured party re-
gain his or her mental stability. If you yourself are the victim, try not to 
withdraw. Instead, ask for assistance from people you know and trust.

General Tips

Seek Support
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If you have been physically assaulted, seek medical attention even if 
your injuries initially appear to be minor. Ask for a doctor’s certificate 
listing all of your injuries. Visible injuries should be photographed. 
Carefully documenting such injuries is important should your case go 
to trial or to eventually claim damages for pain and suffering. 

This applies to all traces of violence and its effects. Damaged or dirtied 
clothing and other items should be retained as evidence. The more 
precisely you document the damages incurred, the better your case 
can be presented and substantiated in court, to health care providers, 
and to the public. 

Whether you were directly affected by the assault or a witness to it, 
you should write down your recollections as quickly as possible and 
independently from others. Take the time to document everything 
you can remember about the incident. Describe precisely how it hap-
pened. Record the time, the weather and lighting conditions, the of-
fender’s outer appearance and what he or she said. Pay particular 
attention to the little details which might at first seem unimportant. 
These ‘memory minutes’ will help you be able to recollect the events 
in detail should you have to testify about them months later. Your 
memory minutes can be written in colloquial language and in your 
mother tongue, as they serve only as a personal memory aid for you.
 

Should you file a complaint?
Are you uncertain as to whether you should report the crime to the 
police? Many people feel the same way. There are various reasons 
why victims and witnesses choose not to file a complaint: 
• �the fear of further threats or possible retaliation by the assailants or 

their supporters. 
• �a skeptical attitude towards the authorities, and being of the view 

that the investigating authorities don’t take such incidents seriously. 
• �feelings of resignation and indifference.
• �having little desire to see the perpetrators punished or not being 

prepared to invest the time and effort such a complaint entails (i.e. 
giving statements to the police or testifying in court).

There are specific reasons why people choose not to report a crime 
to the police. Bad experiences in previous, similar incidents often play 
a role. If victims of racially-motivated violence have already had the 

Document Injuries

Document  
Damages

Memory Minutes 
(Gedächtnis

protokoll)

Reasons not 
to file a police 

report
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experience of being treated as suspects by officers called to the crime 
scene, they’re likely to want to avoid contacting the police. And if left-
wing activists, who have been attacked by right-wing extremists, have 
been grilled about the activities of the left-wing scene during previous 
questioning, this is only likely to confirm their mistrust of the police. 

There are many reasons to report right-wing violence:
• �Perpetrators need to be shown that there are boundaries they can-

not cross. It’s unacceptable for people to be viewed as »inferior« and 
as a consequence, are treated as »human punching bags«. 

• �As a general rule, foregoing a police report is not a successful way 
to prevent further violence. If violent neo-Nazis have found a victim 
who doesn’t defend him or herself, and doesn’t report the crime 
to the police, this could encourage them to commit further acts of 
violence. 

• �Filing a complaint sends a clear message to the assailants and those 
around them. It shows them that victims and witnesses won’t be 
intimidated. A court conviction is another sign, which proves most 
effective when the crime is condemned not only by the justice sys-
tem, but also by society at large. 

• �Reporting a crime to the police won’t solve a victim’s personal prob-
lems, nor will it remedy the societal reasons for right-wing violence. 
However, filing a complaint is the first step towards leaving behind 
the role of victim behind and actively dealing with the incident.

• �Filing a police report is a prerequisite to qualify for financial compen-
sation and, possibly, claim damages for pain and suffering. 

• �Only when a complaint is filed does an assault appear in the police’s 
crime statistics. It’s important that such acts of violence be docu-
mented. Only then will the public be able to take notice of these 
crimes and take them seriously. Many in Germany still underesti-
mate the scale of extreme right-wing violence. 

Filing a complaint or police 
report (Strafanzeige)

Anyone can file a complaint. Initially this is just a report informing law 
enforcement authorities that, in the complainant’s view, a crime has 
taken place. This report can be filed at any police station or public 
prosecutor’s office, either orally or in writing. As a rule, it is advisable 
to go to the nearest police station in person. 

Reasons to report 
the crime to the 
police

Filing a police 
report
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However, you can also file your complaint online at www.internetwa-
che.brandenburg.de . 
Note: There are no legal formalities when it comes to filing a complaint. 
Simply state in a clear and factual manner what happened to you and 
provide any supporting evidence. As a rule of thumb, restrict yourself to 
answering the questions: Who? What? Where? Why? How?

When you file a complaint you will normally be asked to provide your 
personal data: name, date of birth, birthplace, current address and oc-
cupation. If you are afraid that the accused will then know your home 
address, you have the opportunity to provide another address, known 
as an address for service. This could, for example, be the address of 
your lawyer or your workplace. However you must ensure that the po-
lice and the judiciary can summon you at any time using this address.

After a police report has been filed, the police and the public prose-
cutor are required to begin investigating the complaint, unless there 
is clearly no real evidence that a crime has been committed. From 
this point onwards, the course of the preliminary investigation is out 
of the complainant’s hands. The police and the public prosecutor are 
now responsible for the investigation. The complaint can no longer 
be withdrawn.

Request to prosecute 
(Strafantrag)

In general there is no deadline for filing a complaint. However it is 
usually in your interest to report the crime to the police soon after 
the incident. You should be aware that certain offences – such as 
trespassing, defamation or stalking-–will only be prosecuted if the 
aggrieved party specifically files a Request to Prosecute. Instead of 
simply reporting the facts to the police, in such cases you must state 
in writing that the police should prosecute the perpetrator(s). 

The Request to Prosecute can be filed together with the police report. 
When filling out the complaint form from the police, you simply have 
to tick the box marked: »I file a Request to Prosecute«. You can also 
submit a Request to Prosecute in writing at a later date, but only up to 
three months after the incident occurred. This time limit is stipulated 
by Section 77b of the German Criminal Code. 

Address for 
service

Obligation to 
Investigate

Offences Requi-
ring a Complaint 

to be Filed in 
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When you file a police report the criminal offense has usually not yet 
been determined. Often it is unclear which offense(s) will come into 
question and whether a Request for Prosecution will be required in 
order for the crime to be prosecuted. So you should file a Request for 
Prosecution with each police report. There are no disadvantages for 
you in doing so. 

Uncertainty when dealing 
with the police

If you don’t feel confident dealing with the police on your own, you 
should have a trusted person or an employee from Opferperspektive 
accompany you when you file a police report. However the investi-
gating officers will decide whether or not the person accompanying 
you is allowed to be present during questioning. If you don’t feel com-
pletely comfortable speaking German, you have the right to an inter-
preter at no cost to you (according to the principle of official investiga-
tion inferred from Section 244, Subsection 2 of the German Code of 
Criminal Procedure). This right to an interpreter applies not just while 
filing your complaint, but also to all subsequent questioning by the 
police and in court. Insist on it!

Make sure to ask for a written confirmation of your police report 
which lists the case number (Tagebuchnummer). This is the file num-
ber used by the relevant police station to identify your case. Knowing 
this number will make it easier for you to make inquiries about your 
police report or the status of the investigation at a later date. 

In any case, the police are obligated to register your complaint. How-
ever, it still happens that officers advise victims to forego filing a police 
report. If you feel the police have treated you inappropriately, have 
sent you away, or not provided you with written confirmation of your 
complaint, you needn’t simply accept this. You can, for example, de-
mand to speak to a supervisor to try and clear up the matter. 

If the discussion with a superior proves unsatisfactory and the behav-
ior of the officers involved is clearly inappropriate, it may make sense 
to file a disciplinary complaint.

Filing a Request 
for Prosecution 

Right to an  
Interpreter 

Case Number 

Duty to Record a 
Complaint  

Making a Formal 
Complaint against 
the Police 
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The role of the police and 
the public prosecutor in the 
preliminary proceedings
As soon as the police or the public prosecutor have reason to suspect 
that a crime has been committed – either through the filing of a po-
lice report or a Request to Prosecute, or through some  investigative 
method –they are obliged to objectively investigate the facts. The in-
vestigation is headed by the public prosecutor, who will instigate what 
is known as preliminary proceedings. 

However, to initiate preliminary proceedings requires »sufficient fac-
tual indications« that a prosecutable criminal offence has been com-
mitted. This means that unfounded suspicions or purely subjective 
speculation don’t warrant a state-sponsored investigation. It also 
rules out an investigation if the acts or behaviors involved aren’t of-
fences punishable by law. So, after looking into a complaint, the public 
prosecutor may decide not to launch preliminary proceedings at all. 

»Provided there are sufficient factual indications,« the public prosecu-
tor is fundamentally obliged to investigate »all prosecutable criminal 
offences«. To do this, the public prosecutor must gather sufficient evi
dence – incriminating as well as exonerating. So, unlike a lawyer, you 
cannot expect the public prosecutor to be wholeheartedly on your 
side. Even during the preliminary proceedings your testimony must 
be carefully reviewed and verified. However, you can expect: to be 
treated fairly; that your special situation as the crime victim will be tak-
en into consideration; and that your assessment that the crime was 
politically or racially motivated will be met with sufficient response. 

Giving testimony to the police 
or the public prosecutor

Normally your role in the preliminary proceedings and trial will be as 
a witness. Usually the first questioning will be done by the police – 
as explained above. You are not obliged to give a statement to the 
police. But consider this: As the injured party, you play a particularly 
important role as a witness in a court case. Even if you didn‘t witness 

The Public Prose-
cutor Heads the 

Investigation

Reasonable 
Grounds for  

Suspicion

Impartial  
Investigation

If You are Sum-
moned by the 

Police
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the crime directly yourself, you‘re likely to be the person best able to 
provide information about the damages caused by the perpetrators. 
So, even during the preliminary proceedings, the police and the pub-
lic prosecutor are especially reliant on your assistance. A transcript 
will be made of the interrogation, which has to be presented to and 
signed by you. Read through it carefully and correct any mistakes.

Should you receive a summons from the public prosecutor, you must 
appear. During each interrogation you may bring a trusted person 
along. However, if you’re of legal age, the officer or officers conducting 
the questioning must give their consent, so it’s best to inquire ahead 
of time. Of course you can also be accompanied by a lawyer. Bring all 
of the documents pertaining to the case with you (for example, da
mage assessments, medical certificates etc.) 

What should I do if the 
perpetrators file a complaint 
against me?

If you’re attacked you have the legal right to use as much force as 
is necessary to fend off your attackers (»self-defence«). This can’t be 
used against you in court. So you shouldn’t be afraid to tell the truth 
when being questioned by the police. However, if you’re uncertain 
whether your self-defence will be deemed »reasonable«, contact 
Opferperspektive or a lawyer. 

Should the perpetrators file a claim against you – if only to divert at-
tention away from their own guilt – the police may summon you as a 
suspect. In this case, as a general rule, you don’t have to report to the 
police station for questioning. It’s usually best to wait and see if the 
public prosecutor will serve you with a summons or drop the case 
against you entirely. However, if you are summoned by the public 
prosecutor, you must appear. By this stage, at the latest, you should 
hire a lawyer to represent you. 

In principle: The police are required to make it clear to you whether 
you’re being questioned as a crime victim or as a suspect. If you’ve 
been the target of an act of violence and decide to give the police 
details about it, you have the status of a victim/witness (»Opferzeuge«) 

If You are  
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the Public  
Prosecutor 

Right of Self- 
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and are obliged to provide truthful statements. As the accused, you 
have the right to remain silent and refuse to make a statement. If, 
during questioning, you’re unclear as to what your role is, you should 
make this known to the investigating officer and have it put on record. 

How long will the police 
investigation take?

The police are instructed to investigate until they have a comprehen-
sive of the case and feel that further investigation would not lead to 
any new findings. Once the police have completed their investigation, 
they pass the files on to the public prosecutor who reviews the re-
sults. The public prosecutor can ask the police to resume their inves-
tigations. But if the public prosecutor’s office deems that the findings 
are sufficient, it will make a note in the files that the investigation has 
been closed. After that, the public prosecutor will decide whether 
there is sufficient evidence to press charges.

Inquiring About the 
Status of the Proceedings 
(Sachstandsanfrage)

It can take a lot of time for a case to go to trial at a local or regional 
court – sometimes as much as two years. In cases in which the ac-
cused is in pre-trial custody, the court is obligated to open proceed-
ings no later than six months after the crime took place. If you get the 
impression that little has happened since you filed your police report, 
you can – at any time – inquire about the status of the investigation or 
the proceedings. Addresses for the offices of the public prosecutor in 
Brandenburg can be found in the Appendix. 

Preliminary  
Proceedings
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What are »summary 
proceedings« (»beschleunigtes 
Verfahren«)?
In certain cases offenders can be convicted within 14 days of the 
crime taking place if the public prosecutor requests a summary pro-
ceeding. However this accelerated procedure is only possible if the 
accused has been charged under adult criminal law and is at least 21 
years of age. The maximum penalty in a »summary proceeding« is a 
one year prison sentence. 

Having your case go to trial in a timely manner is generally desirable. 
But this type of accelerated procedure can have significant drawbacks 
for crime victims. Normally it gives them no chance to influence the 
course of the proceedings. 

Stay of proceedings
When the preliminary proceedings are concluded, the public prose-
cutor will decide whether to bring the case to court or to halt it. If you 
clearly stated your interest in seeing the perpetrator punished when 
you filed your complaint, then the public prosecutor’s office must ex-
plain to you why it has stayed the proceedings in a termination notice 
(Einstellungsbescheid). 

There are numerous reasons why a case can be stayed. Proceedings 
are to be terminated if there is insufficient evidence to prefer charges 
(»for lack of evidence« Section 170, Subsection 2 of the German Code 
of Criminal Procedure) or if the »perpetrator’s guilt is considered to 
be of a minor nature« (Section 153 of the German Code of Criminal 
Procedure). The termination of proceedings can also be dependent 
on the payment of a fine or the outcome of a Victim-Offender Media-
tion (see below). 

If you believe that the public prosecutor has overlooked or misevalu-
ated certain factors, you can file a written appeal against the decision 
to terminate the proceedings. In a factual manner, state why you do 
not agree with the public prosecutor’s decision. If you have or know 
of additional facts or evidence you should make specific mention of 

The trial takes 
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these in your notice of appeal. You can do this on your own or with 
the assistance of a lawyer. 
Note: There is no prescribed format for lodging a complaint against 
a termination of proceedings. Normally you must appeal the decision 
within two weeks of receiving notification. As the public prosecutor 
has already conducted preliminary investigations, there is no need 
to restate the known facts of your case. You should, however, put 
forward any new facts and/or evidence. 

Testifying in Court
If, at the end of the preliminary proceedings, the public prosecutor‘s 
office decides to take the case to court it draws up a bill of indictment. 
In it, the public prosecutor summarizes all of the important findings 
from the preliminary investigation and establishes under which sec-
tions of the German Criminal Code the suspect is to be charged. Then 
the court having jurisdiction will decide whether or not to allow the 
indictment. Assuming it is allowed, the main proceedings – to which 
you will be summoned – can begin.

The hearing of witnesses in a trial is usually more formal than ques-
tioning previously conducted by the police or the public prosecutor. 
While at the police station you may have dealt with just one officer, 
during the main proceedings in criminal court usually all of those in-
volved in the case are in attendance. Aside from the court officials, 
this means the accused, the public prosecutor and the private acces-
sory prosecutor. If you feel uncomfortable in your role as a witness, 
it can help to take a look around the courtroom beforehand. This will 
make you feel more secure. To prepare for your testimony you should 
also re-read your »Memory Minutes«. 

The defendants and their lawyers sit on one side of the courtroom. 
On the opposite side is the public prosecutor is seated. If you have 
chosen to become a private accessory prosecutor then your lawyer 
will take his or her place next to the public prosecutor. The judge or 
judges sit at the front. Depending on the severity of the crime, there 
will be anywhere from one to three professional judges and two lay 
judges (known as Schöffen or Schöffinnen). There is also a court re-
porter, responsible for transcribing the testimony. Spectators can fol-
low the proceedings from the back of the courtroom. 

Bill of Indictment

Hearing of  
Witnesses

Participants  
in the Trial
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If the accused are between 14 and 18 years of age juvenile law applies. 
The public is basically shut out of the proceedings as -– in contrast to 
adult criminal law - the correctional function, not the punishment of 
the accused is the primary focus. In the case of young adults between 
the ages of 18 and 21, the public is generally allowed in. In individual 
cases, though, the court can deviate from this. Depending on how 
»mature« it deems the accused to be, the court can employ juvenile 
law and bar the public from the proceedings.

If the accused are over 18, the trial is open to the public. You can 
bring along people you know to the proceedings. This can make the 
atmosphere more pleasant for you and give you a sense of security. 

You‘re not permitted to listen to the proceedings before giving testi-
mony, to ensure that your recollections are as unbiased as possible. 
If you‘ve been summoned as a witness you‘ll therefore be asked to 
wait outside the courtroom until your name is called. Then you‘ll take 
your seat at a small table located in the middle of the courtroom. Try 
not to be upset or irritated by the presence of the accused, who will 
be seated nearby. Try to focus your attention on the judge. Should 
you feel extremely insecure, your lawyer (or a trusted person) can sit 
next to you.

An Exceptional 
Case: Juvenile  
Offenders
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Open to the Public

Giving Testimony
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Before the judge begins questioning you, he or she will inform you 
of your rights and obligations. This is standard procedure. You’ll be 
alerted to the fact that you must tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth – and that making false statements in court is a 
punishable offense. After that, the judge will ask you questions about 
yourself, such as your name, age, profession, place of residence and 
your relationship to the accused.

Then the judge will ask you to relate what you know about the in-
cident. You should once again recount everything you can remem-
ber, to give the court an impression of your perception of what really 
happened. If you can no longer remember something precisely, you 
should say so. Afterwards you will be asked more questions.

It’s possible that, in court, you will be confronted with passages from 
previous testimonies you gave to the police. This simply means that 
written statements will be read out to you. This is done to refresh your 
memory or to clarify specific details.

During questioning in court, you may be asked to repeat yourself or 
to answer the same questions over again. This is normal and doesn’t 
mean people haven’t been listening or don’t believe you. Little details 
often play a big role in legal judgments: Which hand was the accused 
holding the bottle in? How many seconds passed between the ratt
ling sound and the impact? This is because the court must be able 
to visualize how the attack happened. There is another reason, too: 
in principle, the court can only take into account the things which are 
said in the main hearing. 

In addition to the court itself, all participants in the trial have the right 
to pose questions. This includes the public prosecutor, the defence 
lawyers, as well as your attorney.

You might find all of this questioning unpleasant, especially if the de-
fence tries to get you tangled up in contradictions. Try to remain calm. 
If you feel you’re being treated badly by the defence, you can turn to 
the judge. And if you need to take a break don’t be afraid to say so. 
The court is also there to protect you. If you’ve opted to become a 
private accessory prosecutor your lawyer will be present and can also 
intervene on your behalf. 

On the whole, a courtroom trial operates differently than those you 
might have seen on television. There is no witness stand and only  
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after giving your testimony will it be decided if you are to take an oath 
or not. Crime victims are usually not required to swear an oath. After 
you have testified you can sit in the visitors’ gallery or next to your law-
yer. You can also leave the courtroom and have your attorney inform 
you afterwards how the trial proceeded.

What is private accessory 
prosecution? (Nebenklage)

As the victim of an act of violence, you can assume an active role by 
choosing to become a private accessory prosecutor and getting a law-
yer to represent you. 

Becoming a private accessory prosecutor means that you are party 
to the proceedings and enjoy special rights. In theory, you can appear 
as an accessory prosecutor on your own, but it is advisable to hire 
a lawyer to represent you. In Germany, these counsel for accessory 
prosecution are known as »Nebenklagevertreter«.

Your petition to become a private accessory prosecutor in a criminal 
case can be filed at any time at the appropriate court. But your peti-
tion can only be granted after it has been decided whether to open 
main proceedings or not. 

If your petition is granted, your lawyer can gain access to court re-
cords and file motions pertaining to the proceedings. This gives you 
more options when it comes to learning about the police investigation 
or the motivations of the perpetrators – even if you take advantage of 
your legal right to refuse to testify. 

During the trial, your attorney represents your interests as a private 
accessory prosecutor. During the proceedings your lawyer sits next 
to the public prosecutor. Your attorney has the right to: question 
the accused, witnesses and expert witnesses; make motions to hear 
evidence, and reject expert witnesses or even judges. Your lawyer is 
there to support you during your testimony and to protect you from 
objectionable or offensive questioning from the defendant’s lawyer(s).

Normally witnesses are only allowed to enter the courtroom after 
the accused has testified. As a private accessory prosecutor you have 
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The court makes 
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Right for your 
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the right to follow the proceedings from the start. Still, victims often 
choose to remain outside the courtroom until they are called to tes-
tify. This can make your own testimony more believable, as it is given 
without prior knowledge of the statements made by the accused. You 
should discuss this matter with your lawyer prior to the trial.

At the end of the proceedings, your lawyer can make a closing ar-
gument and – if deemed appropriate – ask for a certain sentence to 
be handed down. If the accused is acquitted of an offense for which 
private accessory prosecution is possible (see below), you can appeal 
the verdict. It is also possible to appeal if the court decides to dismiss 
the charges brought by the public prosecutor. 

Preconditions for private 
accessory prosecution

Private accessory prosecution is possible for offences including, but 
not limited to, causing bodily harm, homicide, and »offences against 
sexual self-determination« (such as sexual assault and sexual abuse). 
For defamation (libel or slander), robbery or blackmail which did not 
lead to serious injuries, private accessory prosecution is possible 
»if, for particular reasons, especially because of the serious conse-
quences of the act, this appears to be necessary to safeguard his [the 
victim’s] interest« (Section 395 Subsection 3 of the German Code of 
Criminal Procedure). Private accessory prosecution is not permitted 
for offences like coercion and threats. 

If the accused were not yet 18 years of age at the time the offense was 
committed juvenile law applies. Here private accessory prosecution is 
only possible in cases in which a particularly serious criminal offence 
has occurred (Section 80, Subsection 3 of the Youth Courts Law). In 
proceedings against young adults, namely those between the ages of 
18 and 21, accessory prosecution is permitted – even in cases where 
juvenile law applies. Basically, the same holds true for proceedings 
in which minors as well as young adults are charged. However the 
private accessory prosecution is, in this case, generally limited to the 
part of the proceedings involving the young adults. 

To get the most out of your role as a private accessory prosecutor, 
you should hire a lawyer with experience in proceedings involving ac-
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cessory prosecution and knowledge of right-wing motivated crimes. 
A lawyer is not only there to look out for your interests during the 
trial. Already during the preliminary proceedings your lawyer can, for 
example, accompany you when giving evidence to the police.

Who pays my legal fees?
In a trial, if the accused are convicted they must, as a rule, cover all of 
the legal fees and court costs. However, if the accused are acquitted, 
you – as a private accessory prosecutor – may have to cover your own 
lawyer’s fees. Costs can be incurred during consultations and when-
ever the lawyer represents you prior to and during a trial. 

For crimes with a mandatory minimum sentence of a year or more, 
which resulted in serious injuries, or in which the injured party was 
under 18 years of age and the effects of the attack were serious, the 
court must provide you with an attorney for accessory prosecution 
upon request. In such a case, there will be no cost to you. 

In all other cases, as a private accessory prosecutor you should 
choose a lawyer who is professionally competent, as well as able to 
predetermine the financial risk involved in a way that is clear and com-
prehensible to you. Here, too, Opferperspektive can help you make 
the right choice.

In a criminal case, you generally qualify for financial assistance in the 
form of legal aid if:
• �due to your personal or financial circumstances, you can’t afford to 

pay all or part of the costs, or can only pay them in installments;
• the factual and legal position is considered difficult; 
• �you are unable to sufficiently look out for your own interests or this 

cannot reasonably be expected of you. 

The question of whether you are eligible to claim legal aid will be as-
sessed ahead of time. To do this you must fill out a form that you 
can get from Opferperspektive or a lawyer’s office. It is important to 
note that – for up to four years after the handing down of the final 
and binding verdict – the court can review your case to see whether 
your personal and/or financial status has changed. If so you may be 
ordered to reimburse any legal aid received.
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To claim a free, initial legal consultation you can turn to the Weisser 
Ring (White Ring), an organization which assists victims of crime across 
Germany. It issues legal consultation cheques to victims of crime and 
violence. With one of these cheques, you are able to consult a lawyer 
of your choice, who then settles the accruing costs directly with Weis
ser Ring. To qualify for this free initial consultation you need to con-
tact your local chapter of the Weisser Ring. You can find the address 
on their Internet site (see the Contact Information at the back of this 
brochure). If your income is low, you can also apply to the relevant 
court for a »Beratungshilfeschein«, a legal aid voucher. You can use it 
to seek advice from a lawyer of your choice who can then charge you 
a maximum of 15 euros for the consultation.

You should also inform your lawyer that the German Bar Association 
(Deutsche Anwaltverein) supports a foundation which combats right-
wing extremism and violence: the »DAV Stiftung contra Rechtsextrem-
ismus und Gewalt«. It accepts applications to assume victim’s lawyer’s 
fees, though your application must be made through the law practice 
representing you. Refer to the Appendix for the address of the Ger-
man Bar Association.

If you have questions about private accessory prosecution, the finan-
cial risks involved or the various ways of receiving support, you can 
also approach the staff at Opferperspective.

Compensation and damages 
for pain and suffering

It is important to understand the difference between a criminal pro-
ceeding and a civil suit. In a criminal case, the public prosecutor – on 
behalf of the state – accuses the perpetrator of having broken the law. 
In a civil suit, the aim is for citizens to settle their differences amongst 
themselves and potentially enforce a claim for damages or compen-
sation for pain and suffering. Criminal and civil lawsuits fall under the 
jurisdiction of different courts. The proceedings are governed by dif-
ferent laws with varying rules of procedure and evidence. 

We strongly recommend that you wait for a criminal conviction be-
fore launching any civil suit against the perpetrators. That’s because 
the conclusions contained in the criminal court verdict as to how the 
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crime happened can help you substantiate your claims before a civil 
court. 

Victims of criminal offences or acts of violence also have the opportu-
nity to assert civil claims (for compensation for damages, or for pain 
and suffering) during criminal proceedings – provided that the ac-
cused were at least 18 years of age at the time the crime was commit-
ted. This damage claim linked with criminal proceedings is called an 
adhesive procedure (in German: Adhäsionsverfahren or Anhangsver-
fahren).

You must petition the court for an adhesive procedure, which is theo
retically something you could do on your own. But, in practice, you 
should discuss the pros and cons of an adhesive procedure with your 
attorney. If you decide to pursue an adhesive procedure, you should 
have your lawyer enumerate the reasons why. 

The question of whether to follow up the criminal proceedings with a 
civil suit against the perpetrators is one that you should discuss and 
decide with your lawyer. The considerable financial risks involved are 
something you particularly need to bear in mind. 

Basically, a civil suit is about asserting your claims for damages in the 
form of a lawsuit against the perpetrators. Should your suit prove suc-
cessful, you then acquire a legal title which must be enforced if the 
offenders do not pay of their own accord. In such cases the perpe-
trators must pay the costs of the proceedings as well as your lawyer’s 
fees. However, it often proves impossible to enforce payment as the 
offender is insolvent. So, in a civil suit, even if you get legal title you 
could wind up paying for not only your own attorney’s fees but also 
part of the costs of the proceedings (for instance, the fees for expert 
opinions). 

In civil suits it is also possible to make an application for legal aid. The 
prerequisites are that your lawsuit against the perpetrators has »a 
good chance of success« and that you lack sufficient financial resour
ces to file the suit without legal aid. 

Generally, it is advisable to consult a lawyer with experience in civil law 
and conduct a cost-benefit-analysis before launching a civil suit. 
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Victim-offender mediation
A Victim-Offender Mediation aims to reach an out-of -court settlement 
between the offender(s) and the victim(s). This is achieved through 
mediation by a neutral party. Usually this involves negotiating com-
pensation for damages caused – for instance, financial compensation 
for pain and suffering. In the case of offences such as defamation, 
coercion, property damage or causing bodily harm, the public pro
secutor can temporarily stay proceedings and refer the matter to an 
arbitration board. 

In less serious cases, if the mediation between the offender(s) and 
the victim(s) proves successful in the eyes of the public prosecutor, 
preliminary proceedings will be terminated for good. Otherwise, the 
compensation agreement will be a mitigating factor. Should the vic-
tim-offender-mediation fail, preliminary proceedings against the per-
petrator(s) will be resumed. 

Usually the mediator will first hold separate talks with the aggrieved 
party and with the accused in order to clarify their expectations and 
goals, as well as to prepare them for the mediation. You are also able 
to bring along a confidant. This can also be an employee from Op-
ferperspektive. So you don’t have to worry about being alone and 
without support when you are confronted with the offender(s) at the 
mediation. A victim-offender mediation cannot be carried out against 
your will. 

Of course, the other side also has to be prepared and willing to re-
solve the conflict. You should first examine in detail whether you want 
to go through such a proceeding at all. In general, a victim-offender 
mediation can be a positive experience, because it opens up the pos-
sibility of engaging with the perpetrator in a way other than in a trail. 
Compensation can also be determined quickly and with a minimum 
of bureaucracy. 

In practice, however, victim-offender mediation has often proven un-
suitable when it comes to acts of right-wing violence. This is especially 
true when offenders show no remorse for their crimes because their 
attitude is grounded in their ideology and backed up by their far right 
environment. 
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As a victim of a racially or politically motivated criminal offense or act 
of violence, you shouldn’t be too quick to agree to an offer of victim-of-
fender mediation. You should first examine the special preconditions 
closely. Here, too, the staff at the Opferperspektive can advise you. 

Financial compensation 
through the federal  
office of justice

There is another route you can take to receive financial compensa-
tion. Since January 1, 2007 the Federal Office of Justice has at its dis-
posal a fund created by the German parliament to provide quick and 
non-bureaucratic compensation to victims of right-wing, racist and 
anti-Semitic violence. 

Claims can be submitted by people who have suffered injuries or 
health problems due to anti-Semitic, racial, or right-wing motivated 
violence, as well as by surviving dependents of people killed in such 
attacks. Also eligible to claim are persons that stepped in to fend off 
such attacks on third parties, and have sustained injuries as a result. 
Here an ‘attack’ is deemed to be not only an assault or other incident 
causing bodily harm; it also includes cases where threats and insults 
were made. The Federal Office of Justice is unable to provide compen-
sation for material damages.

For your claim to be approved, you must show that the crime was in 
all likelihood motivated by anti-Semitism, racism or neo-Nazism. The 
culprit or culprits’ identity does not necessarily need to have been es-
tablished. However, the attack must have been reported to the police. 

Your claim must contain a precise description of the incident – includ-
ing information about the scene of the crime, the time it occurred and 
indications that the attack was motivated by right-wing ideology. Any 
injuries suffered should be clearly documented. We recommend that 
you also add doctor’s notes and – if applicable – medical bills, as well 
as photos of visible injuries. 

Check the Prere-
quisites Carefully

Fund for Victims  
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With your claim you, as the aggrieved party, give your consent for the 
Federal Office of Justice to access records held by the police, the pub-
lic prosecutor or the courts. In addition, as the claimant, you transfer 
your rights to claim damages for pain and suffering from the perpe-
trator – in the approved amount – to the Office of Justice. In other 
words, if your claim is successful and you receive a certain sum from 
the Federal Office of Justice in compensation, the Office of Justice will, 
in turn, try to sue the perpetrator for that amount. 

In principle, it is possible for you to make a claim for damages for pain 
and suffering in a civil suit even after being awarded financial compen-
sation through the Federal Office of Justice. However, such a course of 
action only makes sense if you are reasonably convinced of receiving 
a higher sum and are prepared to take the financial risk. 

An application can be filed at the Federal Office of Justice right after 
the crime takes place. However, under certain circumstances it is ad-
visable to wait for the trial. This is especially true in cases where it is 
to be expected that the motive for the crime will be established more 
clearly in court. You should discuss the right time to make your claim 
with members of the Opferperspektive team. They can also help you 
file it. The address for the Federal Office of Justice can be found in the 
Appendix.  

CURA – victims support fund
The CURA Victims Support Fund, set up by the Amadeu Antonio Foun-
dation, provides quick and unbureaucratic financial assistance to vic-
tims of neo-Nazi and right-wing violence. Here victims can apply for 
assistance to cover remaining legal fees, necessary medical treatment 
or financial emergencies that have arisen as result of an attack. The 
fund’s financial resources are limited, however. CURA’s address can 
be found in the Contact Info. 
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Crime victims compensation 
Act (OEG) 

If the injuries sustained during the attack mean that you will also be in 
need of medical treatment in the future, you can file a claim in accor
dance with the Crime Victims Compensation Act (OEG). This is a good 
idea if, for example, your teeth or your glasses were damaged, or you 
have suffered from physical constraints ever since the attack and are 
likely to remain physically impaired in the coming years. 

If your claim is approved, the Department of Social Affairs and Welfare 
will assume all the costs for medical treatment, such as a new pair of 
glasses or a stay in a rehabilitation clinic. A claim made under the Crime 
Victims Compensation Act, however, is no substitute for a claim for da
mages for pain and suffering. Neither do the benefits paid by the Crime 
Victims Compensation Act include compensation for material damages.

Claims can be made by anyone who has suffered bodily harm, been the 
victim of arson or a bomb attack, or been deliberately poisoned. Those 
who have been injured trying to fend off an attack are also eligible for 
benefits. German citizens, citizens of other EU member states, as well 
as people »legally« residing in Germany are eligible to receive benefits. 

In some cases refugees are not entitled to claim benefits due to their 
residency status. However the claims processors have a certain amount 
of administrative discretion, so you should always submit an application. 
The staff at Opferperspektive can assist you in making the application. 
Addresses for the Social Security Offices (Versorgungsämter) can be 
found in the Appendix. 

Possible consequences  
of an attack

The physical injuries resulting from an assault are usually highly visi-
ble, so they’re recognized and treated. But even if no bodily harm has 
been done, the experience of violence frequently has further conse-
quences. Most assaults are completely unexpected. So even when 
the assailant has let go off you or run off that doesn’t mean it is all 
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over. For many, an attack has after-effects; they have suffered bodily 
harm and sometimes their mental health suffers as well. 

The psychological traces left by an act of violence vary from person to 
person. Some people have trouble sleeping; others become extremely 
irritable and suffer from nightmares, anxiety or exhaustion. Some con-
sciously avoid the scene of the crime and no longer feel secure on the 
streets of their own city. Many can’t get the incident out of their heads 
or live in constant fear. Often the experience of being attacked radically 
changes the lives of the victims and those close to them. 

Following an attack, you might feel as if you’re going crazy or barely 
recognize yourself anymore. These are normal reactions to the trauma 
you’ve been through. They are part of the process of working through 
and dealing with the experience. Being attacked severely undermines 
your subjective sense of security. The assailants want to deliver a clear 
message to their victims: you’re not wanted here, so you should leave. 
At the worst, they deny their victims the right to life. As a rule, these 
messages are clearly understood by the victims and those around them, 
as well as by potential victims. 

Many victims of right-wing violence have already had to deal with discrimi
nation – whether as a punk in a village dominated by neo-Nazis or as an 
asylum seeker in an unwelcoming city. So the assault is often just the »tip 
of the iceberg« in terms of their everyday experience with racism and 
exclusion. This makes it even more difficult for victims to come to terms 
with the attack. It can bring back memories of previous encounters with 
violence or traumatic experiences encountered when fleeing their home-
lands. This makes it all the harder for victims to go on with their daily lives.

Even if you’d prefer to put the whole incident behind you as quickly as 
possible it can still be important to talk about it. Many people find it 
helpful to have someone they can discuss their situation with. This could 
be a friend or relative. However, sometimes it’s easier to speak openly 
about your feelings with people who aren’t so close to you. At times like 
these, the staff at Opferperspektive is there to help.

It is important to take the time to really work through the experience 
of being assaulted. At the same time, you should consciously return to 
doing activities which played a role in your life prior to the attack and 
which you enjoy. Usually, after a few weeks, the memories of the attack 
will fade into the background. Increasingly, your focus will be on your 
daily routine and your fears will subside.
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If, weeks after the attack, you still feel as if it just happened, if you can’t 
get the images out of your head or have noticed worrying changes 
in yourself, you should seek professional help to prevent the deve
lopment of lasting disorders. The physical injuries resulting from an 
assault are there for all to see. Psychological trauma is less visible, but 
also needs to be treated and healed. We can refer you to experienced 
professionals who can talk to you about ways to deal with anxiety and 
other mental health issues.

Going public
Filing a complaint against the perpetrators won’t solve the problem of 
right-wing violence on its own. In cities and villages, in schools or at 
the workplace, many people refuse to see that right-wing violence is a 
social problem in Germany. Going public can help to educate people, 
sensitize them to the issue and provoke discussion. 

The means used to inform the public and the point in time at which to 
do so should be consciously chosen by all those involved. There are 
many different ways and means of reaching out to the public: from 
press releases and letters to the editor to information sessions, info 
booths, rallies and demonstrations. 

Should you opt to inform the media and reports of your experiences 
appear in the press, you are helping to counter the widely-held view 
that there is no problem with right-wing motivated violence in your 
city or town. 

You must decide what is suitable. To do so, ask yourself the following 
questions: What do I want to achieve? Whom do I want to address? 
Do I wish to speak with journalists? With whom do I want to work with: 
a union, a refugee organization, a left-wing group, the church, political 
parties or a local alliance against neo-Nazis?

You can turn to the staff at Opferperspektive for support and advice 
regarding public relations. Where appropriate, you should also con-
sult a lawyer to determine when and in which manner it makes sense 
to provide the press with details of the attack - and what difficulties 
could arise from doing so. 
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Racial discrimination
Many refugees, immigrants or those with an immigrant background, 
as well as members of visible minorities experience racism and are 
subject to racial (and multiple) discrimination.

MOBILE COUNSELING FOR VICTIMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
Since 2009, the Antidiskriminierungsberatung Brandenburg has been 
providing mobile counseling for victims of racial discrimination under 
the umbrella of Opferperspektive. It intervenes in cases where dis-
crimination. The counseling service further is involved in matters of 
public relations. 

There are many different ways to tackle discrimination. One is to take 
legal action. The German justice system provides various means for 
you to legally combat racial discrimination, depending on your wishes. 

One of these ways is offered by the General Act on Equal Treatment 
(AGG) of 2006. Its stated purpose is »to prevent or to stop discrimina-
tion on the grounds of race or ethnic origin, gender, religion or belief, 
disability, age or sexual orientation.« The AGG is mainly applied in two 
areas: in private legal transactions and in the working life. 

In Private Legal Transactions
In the area of personal legal transactions, the law protects people 
from being discriminated against when it comes to access to and ac-
quisition of goods and services. These include:

• �renting an apartment

• access to, and service in, nightclubs and restaurants

• qualifying for a loan,

• taking out insurance,

• and access to everyday necessities.
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In the Working Life
In the area of professional life, the law protects all of a company’s 
employees, as well as job applicants and workers who have already 
left the firm. 

According to the General Act on Equal Treatment, it is illegal to dis-
criminate against people regarding:  

• the selection criteria for hiring and firing,

• wages or working conditions,

• access to career counseling or professional development,

• retraining, job training, or practical work experience programs or

• professional advancement.

Damages and Compensation
If you have been discriminated against at your workplace, you can 
lodge a complaint with the relevant authorities (your employer, su-
perior or employee representative) or bring the case to labor court. 
Here you can make a claim for damages as well as additional com-
pensation.

In the field of civil law, you have the right to demand that the dis-
crimination be eradicated. Here you can also launch a suit to recover 
damages or receive compensation.

Above and beyond the General Act on Equal Treatment, there are a 
number of other ways to combat discrimination. Opfersperspektive 
offers mobile counseling services for victims of racial discrimination in 
Brandenburg. Don’t hesitate to contact us for advice and assistance! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Counseling Services for Victims of Right-Wing Violence

 �Opferperspektive  e.V.  
(Victims’ Perspective) 
Rudolf-Breitscheid-Straße 164 
14482 Potsdam 
Tel.: 0331 8170000 
www.opferperspektive.de 
www.opferperspektive.de/Home/
English

 �Contact Point and Coun-
seling Services for Victims 
of Right-Wing Violence 
c/o DOSTO 
Breitscheidstraße 43c 
16321 Bernau 
Tel.: 03338 709868 (Answering Machine) 

kontaktstelle@so36.net

 �BorG Beratungsstelle 
für Opfer rechter 
Gewalt  
c/o Utopia e.V. 
Berliner Straße 24 
15230 Frankfurt (Oder)  
Cell: 0151 16902805 
borg-ffo@riseup.net

 �Beratungsstelle für 
Opfer rechtsextremer 
Gewalt – Strausberg 
Postfach 1126 
15331 Strausberg 
Cell: 0173 6343604 
BORG-SRB@gmx.net

 �ReachOut - counseling center for victims of right-wing 
extremist, racist or anti-Semitic violence  
Oranienstraße 159 
10969 Berlin 
Tel.: 030 69568339 
www.reachoutberlin.de | www.reachoutberlin.de/index.php?&newlang=eng

 �LOBBI Ost 
Johannesstraße 12a 
17034 Neubrandenburg 
Tel.: 0395 4550718 
www.lobbi-mv.de

 �LOBBI West 
Hermannstraße 35 
18055 Rostock 
Tel.: 0381 2009387 
www.lobbi-mv.de

 �ezra – mobile counseling for victims of right-wing,  
racist and anti-Semitic violence 
Drei-Gleichen-Straße 35a 
99192 Neudietendorf 
Tel.: 036202 7713510 
www.ezra.de  
www.ezra.de/fileadmin/projekte/Opferberatung/Sprachen/English.pdf

BRANDENBURG 

BERLIN 

MECKLENBURG- 
VORPOMMERN

THURINGIA
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 �RAA Sachsen, Counseling Services for  
Victims of Hate Crimes 

 �Beratungsstelle Dresden 
Bautzner Straße 45 
01099 Dresden 
Tel.: 0351 8894174 
www.raa-sachsen.de 
www.raa-sachsen.de/englisch.html

 �Beratungsstelle Leipzig 
Petersteinweg 3 
04107 Leipzig 
Tel.: 0341 2618647 
www.raa-sachsen.de/leipzig.html 
www.raa-sachsen.de/englisch.html

 �Beratungsstelle Chemnitz 
Weststraße 49 
09112 Chemnitz 
Tel.: 0371 4819451 
www.raa-sachsen.de/chemnitz.html 
www.raa-sachsen.de/englisch.html

 �Mobile Beratung für Opfer rechter Gewalt  
(Mobile Counseling for Victims of Right-Wing Violence) 
Platanenstraße 9 
06114 Halle 
Tel.: 0345 2267100 
www.mobile-opferberatung.de 
www.mobile-opferberatung.de/b_0001032.html 

 �Counseling Center  
Magdeburg 
Erich-Weinert-Straße 30 
39104 Magdeburg 
Tel.: 0391 5446710

 �Counseling Center  
Salzwedel 
Chüdenstraße 4 
29410 Salzwedel 
Tel.: 03901 306431

 �Victims‘ Aid Center Dessau 
Parkstraße 7 
06846 Dessau 
Tel.: 0340 6612395 
www.opferberatung-dessau.de 
www.opferberatung-dessau.de/index_en.php

SAXONY

SAXONY-ANHALT 
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MOBILE COUNSELING FOR VICTIMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
 �Antidiskriminierungsberatung Brandenburg 

Rudolf-Breitscheid-Straße 164 | 14482 Potsdam 
Tel.: 0331 8170000 
www.antidiskriminierungsberatung-brandenburg.de 
www.antidiskriminierungsberatung-brandenburg.de/sites/default/files/at-
tachements/op_beratung_2011_english.pdf

GENERAL COUNSELING FOR VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE
 �Opferhilfe Land Brandenburg e.V. 

Geschäftsstelle Potsdam | Jägerstraße 36 
14467 Potsdam 
www.opferhilfe-brandenburg.de

WEISSER RING (WHITE RING)
 �WeiSSer Ring e.V. – Landesbüro Brandenburg 

Nansenstraße 12 | 14471 Potsdam 
Tel.: 0331 291273 
www.weisser-ring.de 
www.weisser-ring.de/internet/international/internationales-faltblatt/englisch

REFUGEE COUNCIL OF BRANDENBURG (FLÜCHTLINGSRAT)
 �Flüchtlingsrat Brandenburg 

Rudolf-Breitscheid-Straße 164 | 14482 Potsdam 
Tel.: 0331 716449 
www.fluechtlingsrat-brandenburg.de

COMMISSIONER FOR THE INTEGRATION OF IMMIGRANTS
 �Commissioner for the Integration of Immigrants of the 

Federal State of Brandenburg 
Heinrich-Mann-Allee 103 | 14473 Potsdam 
Tel.: 0331 8665900 
www.masf.brandenburg.de 
www.masf.brandenburg.de/cms/detail.php/bb1.c.187978.de 
The office of the Commissioner for the Integration of Immigrants can pro-
vide you with the address for the Integration Commissioner (Integrations-
beauftragte) responsible for your district.

FEDERAL OFFICE OF JUSTICE
 �Federal Office of Justice (Bundesamt für Justiz) 

Referat III 2 | 53094 Bonn 
Tel.: 0228 994105288 
www.bundesjustizamt.de
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CURA VICTIMS SUPPORT FUND
 �CURA Victims Support Fund (Opferfonds CURA) 

from the Amadeu Antonio Foundation 
Linienstraße 139 | 10115 Berlin 
Tel.: 030 24088610 
www.opferfonds-cura.de 
www.opferfonds-cura.de/ueber-cura/english-version/ 
www.amadeu-antonio-stiftung.de/eng/we-are-active/campaigns/the-cura-
victims-support-fund/

GERMAN BAR ASSOCIATION
 �German Bar Association (Deutscher Anwaltverein) 

Anwaltverband Brandenburg 
Jägerallee 10-12 | 14469 Potsdam 
Tel.: 0331 20171026 
www.anwaltverein.de 
www.anwaltverein.de/english-information

SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICES (VERSORGUNGSÄMTER)
 �Landesamt für Versorgung und Soziales 

Lipezker Straße 45 | 03048 Cottbus 
Tel.: 0355 28930 
www.lasv.brandenburg.de 
(Responsible for the city of Cottbus, as well as the districts of: Tel-
tow-Fläming, Spree-Neisse, Oberspreewald-Lausitz, Dahme-Spreewald and 
Elbe-Elster)

 �Landesamt für Versorgung und Soziales 
AuSSenstelle Frankfurt (Oder) 
Robert-Havemann-Straße 4 | 15236 Frankfurt (Oder) 
Tel.: 0335 5582250 
www.lasv.brandenburg.de 
(Responsible for the city of Frankfurt (Oder), as well as the districts of Od-
er-Spree, Märkisch-Oderland, Barnim and Uckermark)

 �Landesamt für Versorgung und Soziales 
AuSSenstelle Potsdam 
Zeppelinstraße 48 | 14471 Potsdam 
Tel.: 0331 27610 
www.lasv.brandenburg.de 
(Responsible for the cities of Potsdam and Brandenburg an der Havel, as 
well as the districts of: Prignitz, Ostprignitz-Ruppin, Oberhavel, Havelland 
and Potsdam-Mittelmark)
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Right-Wing Violence
Almost every week in the state of Brandenburg, people are attacked 
and humiliated by right-wing persons or racists. These attacks generally 
target certain groups of people. As an example, these include: people 
from countries of origin or other than Germany, but also the disabled, 
the homeless, Black and Minority Ethnic persons, Jews, homosexuals, 
transsexuals, political opponents of the far-right, and youths belonging 
to alternative subcultures.
Such attacks are intended to deliver a message: You’re not wanted 
here. You don’t belong here. You’re not one of us.
These acts of violence usually target people who belong to minority 
groups, and thus already suffer from discrimination. This discrimination 
is prevalent in mainstream society and is often reflected in rude remarks 
and condescending looks. But it is also evident in restrictive immigration 
policies, which include housing asylum seekers in »collective accommo-
dation«, not allowing them to work and reducing their social benefits. 
When the talk in the papers and the pubs is about the alleged threat 
immigration poses to internal security or the damaging effects the home-
less and punks have on tourism, it’s little wonder that right-wing persons 
feel they are simply carrying out the will of the people.
For the victims, being violently assaulted is often just one of many de-
meaning and demoralizing experiences they endure. Far right or racist 
violence is usually not directed at the victims personally. They weren’t 
attacked because they acted in a certain way, but rather because they 
were seen as being part of a certain group. So the assault doesn’t just 
affect the individual involved. Those belonging to the same group as 
the victim know that the attack was directed at them as well. Often this 
causes widespread fear. In the worst case, the actual victims as well as 
potential ones withdraw themselves from public life and avoid public 
places like parks and train stations. 
Far too often victims are left to fend for themselves. Instead of re-
ceiving support, they are met with skepticism, and the more or less latent 
accusation that they provoked the incident. Sometimes victims are even 
branded as perpetrators. Even close friends and family members try to 
pacify them by saying it wasn’t all that bad. Victims get the impression 
they’re not being taken seriously, making them feel degraded yet again. 
For organized right-wing persons this is a convenient development. 
When passersby, social workers, parents and other citizens remain pas-
sive, look away and leave the victim on their own following an attack, this 
only increases the power of racists and neo-Nazis. Instead, we should 
openly be showing our solidarity with victims of right-wing violence, sup-
porting them and strengthening their position. 
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